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The  Divine  Promises  confiaered^  and  the 
Duty  of Chrijiians  to  be  Followers  offhofey 
who  thro'  Faith  &  Patience,  inherit  them. 
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Funeral  Difcourfe 

occafion'd  by  the  Death    of 


• 


Mrs.  Hannah  Williams^ 

the  pious  Confort  of  the  Reverend 

Mr.  JVilliam  JVilliams^ 

Paftor  of  the  Church  of  C  h  r  i  s  t   in  Wefton, 

Who  went  to  her    Bverlajling  Reft, 

Lord's-Day  Morning,    December   29th    1745? 

In  the  58th  Year  of  her  Age. 


Publiftoedat  the  Requeft  of  many  of  the  Hearers,  dejirous 
to  keep  alive   the   Memory   and  Example    of  (he 

deceafed. 


Rcv.xv.iv  BleJJed  are  tee  Dead,  woo  die  in  the    Lord,— «• 

They  reft  from    their  Labours   and  tbeir   Works  follow  them. 
Pro  v.  x.  7.  The  Memory  of  the  Jufi  is  blejfed  . 

1  Tim.  ti    9  10. 

B  0  S  f  Q  Ni 
Printed  by  J.  Draper,   for  D.  Gookin    ove^ 
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He  b.  vi.    12. 

7* HAT  ye  be  ---  Followers  of  them  who, 
thro*    Faith   and  Patience^    inherit  the 

Promifes. 


K  E  glorious  Author  of  our  Beings,  who  has 
plac'd  us  here  on  Earth  in  a  State  of  Trial 
for  Et entity i  and  affign'd  us  our  Work,  per- 
fectly knows  our  Frame  y  and  is  pleas' d  to 
deal  with  us  according  to  thofe  reafonable  Powers 
which  he  hath  given  us  :  And  hath  not  only  given  us 
wife  and  j  uft  and  excellent  Rules  for  our  Direction  and 
Conduct,  the  Government  of  our  Hearts  and  Behavi- 
our, in  all  Conditions  of  Life  \  but  hath  alfo  fet  before 
us,  in  his  holy  Word,  the  moll  weighty  and  fbrcible 
Confiderations  that  can  be  to  work  upon  our  Hopes; 
and  Fears,  thofe  great  Springs  of  Action  in  every 
reafonable  Creature.  —  Thefe  Motives  are  contained  in 
the  Threatnings  and  Promifes  of  the  Gofpel.  Thefe 
-are  of  eternal  Concern  to  all  who  are  favour'd  with 
divine  Revelation  -9    but  not  alike  regarded  by  them. 

Some 
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Some  will  not  believe  nor  obey  the  Truth  -,  but  continue 
in  their  Sins  and  run  the  dreadful  Rifque  of  having  all 
the  Evil  threatned  coming  upon  them.  While  others, 
being  moved  with  Fear,  from  the  Confideration  of 
the  Wrath  of  GOD  revealed  from  Heaven,  and  a  Senfe 
of  their  own  Sinfulnefs  and  obnoxioufnefs  to  fufFer  it, 
and  a  Belief  of  the  gracious  Offers  of  the  Gofpel,  flee 
for  Refuge  to  Christ  as  the  Hope  fet  before  them. 
And  are  enabled,  by  divine  Grace  to  live  a  Life  of 
Faith  and  Patience,  till  they  come  to  the  PofTeffion  of 
the  BlefTings  hop'd  for,  contain' d  in  the  Promifes, 

Thefe  only  among  the  Children  of  Men,  take  a 
wife  Courfe  in  Time  for  their  everlafting  Well-being, 
And  fuch  as  would  partake  of  the  fame  Happinefs, 
rauft  be  Followers  of  thefe,  or  obtain  and  live  in  the 
exercife  of  like  Graces,  in  doing  and  fuffering  the  Will 
of  God. 

This  is  what  the  infpired  Author  of  this  Epiflle,  frorn 
&  Regard  to  the  Honour  of  Christ,  and  Love  to 
Souls,  here  exhorts  the  Hebrews  to.  And  fuch  divine 
Counfel,  it  becomes  the  Minifters  of  Christ,  with  a 
like  Spirit  andDefign,  to  explain  and  urge  :  And  more 
efpecially  when  they  have  fuch  freih  Examples,  which 
they  may  with  great  Reafon  and  Juftice?  recommend  to 
the  Imitation  of  Survivors. 

In  the  Words  we  have  a  Direction  to  a  very  com- 
prehenfive  Duty,  carrying  in  them  alfo  aftrongand 
powerful  Argument  to  the  Performance. 

i.  The  Duty  directed  to,  or  the  Counfel  which  the 
Apoftle  gives  them  is,  to  be  Followers  of  them  that 
were  good  and  holy,  in  their  Faith  and  Patience ;  in> 
plying  alfo  other  chriftian  Graces,  and  Vertues  which 
muft  needs  accompany  thefe.  And  his  Caution  antece- 
dent to  this,  — That  ye  be  not  Jlothful — .  If  they 
ihould  indulge  themfelyes  in  Eafe  and  Sloth,  this  would, 
be  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  Practice  of  thofe,  whofe 
Example  he  recommends.  For  fuch  as  obtained  the 
Prize  were  wont  to  ftrive,  and  be  diligent  and  in  ear*- 
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neft,  laying  afide  every  Weight,  and  running  with  Pa- 
tience the  Race  fit  before  them. 

2.  The  Argument  urging  fuch  Imitation  is,  That 
they  now  inherited  the  Promifis.  They  believed  them 
before  and  embraced  them  and  were  now  gone  to  pof- 
fefs  them  ;  or  to  partake  of  the  great  Blefftngs  con- 
tained or  exhibited  in  them  :  They  afe  gone  to  the 
heavenly  World,  the  Man/ion;  of  Glory  prepared  for 

them.- Thofe  who  expecl:  to  pofTefs  the  fame  un- 

defiled  and  incorruptible  Inheritance,  muff:  have  the 
like  Graces  implanted  in  their  Hearts,  and  follow  them 
in  the  fame  Way  of  Faith  arid  Patience.  And  thofe 
that  do  fo,  mall  overtake  them  in  the  End,  and  be 
Partakers  of  the  lame  BlelTednefs. 

The  Apoftle  here  teaches  us  two  great  Lejfons,  the 
one  doclrinal,  the  other  pratlic ah 

1.  That  there  are  fome,  who  thro*  Faith  and  Patience 
inherit  the  Promifis. 

II.  That  it  is  the  great  Duty  of  Chriftians  to  follow 
the  excellent  Pattern  of  fuch  as  ha'Ve  gone  before 
them  in  the  Way  of  Faith  and  Holinefs,  to  partake 
cf  the  Blefftngs  of  the  Promifis.  And  this  may  be 
confidered  as  the  principle  Improvement  of  the 
other. 

In  difcourfing  of  the  former, 

i.  I  would  confider  the  Promifis,  which  the  Apoftle 
refers  to. 

2.  Of  the  Nature  of  thefe  Graces  mentioned  jj  or 
what  we  may  underftand  as  comprized  in  thefe 
Words,  Faith  and  Patience. 

1.  To  confider  what  we  are  to  underftand  by  the 
Promifis  which  fome  are  gone  to  pofiefs  or  inherit. — 
And  hereby,  doubtlefs,  are  meant  the  Blefftngs  exhibited 
to  us  in  the  Promifes  of  the  facred  Scriptures,  or 
the  Declarations  therein  given  us  concerning  the  hea- 
venly World,  the  Happinefs  which  the  Souls  of  the 
Godly  are  receiv'd  unto  immediately  after  Death,  and 
which  their  Souls  and  Bodies  conjunctly,    fliall  poflefs 

after 
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after  the  Refurreclion   and  final   Judgment. —  And 

of  this  Happinefs  we  have  very  great  and  marvellous 
Difcoveries  given  us  in  .the  Go/pel,  wherein  immortal 
Life  is  more  clearly,  than  in  former  Ages;  broH  to 
Light. 

The  great  Good  which  God  hath  promifed  is  fome- 
times  exprefs'd  in  Scripture,  by  Life,  as  including  all 
Good,-  and  in  Oppofition  to  that  Death,  or  Miferyj 
which  Sinners  are  liable  to  fuffer  ;  and  as  commenfurate 
to  the  Duration  of  the  Soul,  it  is  immortal,  or  ever- 
lofting.  Af^  i  Joh.  2.  25.  This  is  the  Promife  which 
he  hath  promifed  us$  Everlafting  Life.  And  Rom. 6.  22. 
The  Gift  of  God  is  eternal  Life,  thro*  Jefus  Chrift 
cur  Lord.  — And  a  Crown  of  Life,  which  God  hath 
promifed  to  them  that  love  Him,  Jam.  1.  12.  ■  ■ 
A  Crown  of  Right eoufnefs,  and  of  Glory  f. 

Sometimes  it  is  reprefented  under  the  Character  of  a 
Kingdom  *.—  a  better  Country  even  an  heavenly  — .  A 
rich  and  glorious  Inheritance.  Eph.  1. 18.  The  Riches 
cf  the  Glory  of  his  Inheritance  in  the  Saints  — -.  A  fpien- 
did  City,  ||—  a  delightful  Paradife,  —  Man/tons  prepa- 
red for  the  Favourites  of  God,  —  ( Joh.  14.  1,  2. ) 
Enduring  Subftance^ —  Fulftefs  of  Joys  in  GOD's  Pre- 
fence$  and  Pleafures  for  evermore  ! 

The  various  Declarations  and  Promt fes  of  the1  Gof- 
pel  relating  hereunto,  reprefent  to  us, — the  Place  of 
the  Reft  or  Happinefs  of  the  Saints  *,  —  as  alfo  their 
Enjoyments  there  \  —  and  their  Felicity  it  felf,  or  the 
Perfection  of  their  Natures.—  And  under  thefe  Heads 
may  be  comprized  the  great  and  ineftimable  Bleflings 
contained  in  the  Promifes. 

1.  The  bleffed  Place  it  felf  promifed  to  the  Saints  i 

And  that  is  Heaven^  with  all  the  Glories  of  it.     Caird* 

-  An  Inheritance  incorruptible^  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth 

not  away,  referved  in  the  Heavens,    r  Pet.  1.4.     And, 

Col.  1.  12.  -—The  Inheritance  of  the  Saints  in  Light  ! 

-f  Prov,  4.  9.    *  Luke  22,  29.  Mattk.z^  34-     I!  ^  **S^°2 

Becaufe 
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Beeaufe  Heaven  is  a  Place  of  the  greateft  Luflre  and 
Splendor.  —  Tho5  the  Bodies  of  the  Godly,  even  as 
others,  are  carried  to  the  gloomy^  dark  Grave,  yet 
their  Souls  pafs  into  glorious  Light,  where  they  need 
not  the  Light  of  the  Sun  nor  Moon  ,  for  the  Lambt 
the  Lord  Jesus*    is  the  Light  thereof. 

BlefTed  be  God,  we  are  delivered  from  the  Ignorance 
and  vain  Whimfie's  of  the  Heathen?  about  a  future  State  ; 
fome  of  whom  have  queftion'd  the  Immortality  of  the 
Soul,  and  fupposM  that  it  was  annihilated  ;  and  others 
that  they  v/ere  after  their  Separation,  put  into  other 
Bodies?  either*  of  Hearts  or  of  Mankind,  according  as 
had  been  their  Difpofition  or  Behaviour  here.  And 
fome*  who  have  had  the  fuperiour  Light  of  the  Gofpel, 
have  imagined,  that  the  Soul  remains  as  in  a  Swoon* 
or  dormant  State  cf  inactivity  with   the  Body. 

But  the  Scriptures  of  Truth,  plainly  eno'  allure  us, 
that  tho*  the  Body  returns  to  Duft^  yet  the  Spirit  re- 
turns to  G  0  D  that  gave  it,  Eccl,  12.  7.  And  tho9 
the  Souls  of  unrenewed  and  unpardoned  Sinners  are  pre- 
fently  doom'd  to  Darknefs  and  Mifery  ;  yet  the  Souls 
of  the  Godly  are  receiv'd  into  the  Arms  of  Mercy, 
and  are  convoy5 d  by  holy  Angels  >  into  a  hleffed  Place. 
As  our  Lord  teaches  us  Luk.  16.  22.  —  And  fyas 
carried  by  Angels  into  Abraham's  Bofom  :  Which  was 
a  Phrafe,  with  the  Jews,  fignifying  Reft  and  Felicity. 
And  he  faith  to  the  Penitent  on  the  Crofs,  Luk.  23.  4.%. 
This  Day  /halt  thou  be  with  me  in  Paradife. 

Tho5  they  are  uncloathed  or  diverted  of  their  Body, 
they  are  prefently  clothed  after  another  manner,  and 
receiv'd  unto  their  Houfe  in  Heaven,  2  Cor.  5.  4*  A  i 
Death,  the  Saints  receive  the  End  of  their  Faith,  the 
Salvation  of  their  Souls,  1  Pet,  1..  9.  They  arc  imme- 
diately blefTed  as  they  refb  from  their  Labours  and  the: r 
Works  follow  them,  (  Rev,  14.  13, )  —  At  the  great 
t>ay,  there  mail  be  an  Addition  to  their  Felicity,  wheji 
their  Bodies  fhail  be  railed  to  immortal  life,  and  fhaii 
wfojhiemd like  unto  Cf&LjLST's-gtorivus  Body^.   Then  fiiaU 

ft 
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the  Righteous  Jblne  as  the  Sun  in  the  Kingdom  of  their  Fa* 
ibery{  Matth.  13.43.  Dan.  12*  3.  ) 

Heaven  is  a.  Halitation  fitted  and  prepared  by  the 
great  and  mod  bountiful  Gon,  for  his  dear  Children  : 
there  are  Manfwns  (  eno*  for  them  all )  prepar'd,  with  the 
Art  and  Skill  of  the  divine  Archilldt,  the  Maker  of  all 
Things,  whofe  Underflanding  is  infinite.  The  Houfes  and 
Palaces  of  Men  are,  fotne'ofthem,  curious  and  elegant, 
and  exceeding  magnificent  (  as  was  the  temple  of  Solomon) 
but  how  inferiour  are  all  fublunary  Things,  to  the  lplendid 
Preparations  which  God  hath  made  for  the  Honour  of 
of  \\\%dear  Son^  and  for  his  redeemed  Children  whom  He 
delights  to  honour  ? 

Our  Saviour  calls  it  Paradife,  L,\\k.  23.43.  and  the 
Apoflky  (2  Cor.  12.  4.)  in  aliufion  (probably)  to  the 
Garden  of  Eden ,  the  earthly  Paradife  -,  which  was  un- 
doubtedly, the  moil  pleafant  Place  upon  Earth  ;  wherein 
was  every  Tree  pleafant  to  the  Sight  and  good  for  Food, 
and  full  of  beautiful  Flours,  and  delightful  Savours. — All 
this  but  a  faint  Refemblance,  of  the  fuperiour  Delicacies 
of  the  heavenly  Paradife  :  Which  hath  alfo  this  great 
Excellence  that  no  Tempter  mail  enter  there. 

It  is  the  Throne  cfGOD.—  I&.  66.  1.  Thus  faith  the 
Lord,  Heaven  is  my  Throne.  —  What  a  royal,  rich  and 
magnificent  Seat  was  the  Throne  of  Solomon  ?  (  1  Kings 
10.  18, — 20.  )  Surely  the  Throne  of  the  moil  high,  who 
is  the  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords,  muft  far  exceed 
all  earthly  Glory  and  Grandeur !  The  Seat  which  he  hath 
built  for  Himfelf,  by  the  Trfight  of  his  Power,  and  for  the 
Honour  of  His  Majefiy  !  The  Saints  too  will  have  their 
Thrones,  and  will  appear  in  mining  Luftre  and  Majefty  ; 
and  partake  of  fo  much  Honour  and  Glory  as  is  meet  for 
their  exalted  State,  Rev.  3.  21. — -By  all  the  elegant  Be- 
fcription  we  have  given  us,  of  the  new  Jerufalem,  Rev. 
21.  10,  — 23.  we  are  to  be  led  efpecially  to  the  jpiritual 
and  divine  Beauties  and  Glories  of  Heaven  : — And  to  be 
fenfible  that  all  the  Beauties  and  Riches  of  this  World  are 
but  a  faint  Refemblance  of  Heaven  :  That  there  is  nothing 
on  Earth  magnificent  eno'  fully  to  fet  forth  the  Glories  of  it. 


A  Funeral  Sermon.  ii 

It  is  a  rich  Inheritance  for  the  Saints.  — How  great  their 
Hope  of  what  is  laid  up  for  them  in  Heaven  ?  Col.  i.  5. 
An  enduring  Subftance,  (  Heb.  10.  34.  )  great  Riches* 
Riches  of  Qlory  \ 

And  it  is  the  eternal  Inheritance  of  the  Saints. —  As  for 
earthlyEnjoyments  they  periih,  The  ftatelieft  Houfes  and 
moil  fumptuous  Palaces,  in  Time,  moulder  to  the  Duft„ 
if  not  deftroy'd  by  Earthquakes,  or  other  Cafualties.  — < 
But  this  Building  of  God,  is  faid  to  have  Foundations* 
(  Heb.  11.  10.  )  meaning  fuch  as  mall  never  be  mov*dor 
fhaken.  T)m  holy  City,  which  God  hath  prepared  for  his 
Tioly  ones,  is  eternal  in  the  Heavens,  2  Cor.  5.  1. 

This  is  fome  Ihort  Account  of  the  glorious  Properties 
of  the  Place  of  Happinefs,  promifed  to  the   Saints. 

2.  As  to  their  Enjoyment  in  Heaven,  it  is  of  the  high- 
eft  Good  :— -  God  himfelf,  the  Fountain  of  all  Bleffednefk 
And  Christ  the  Mediator,  the  Way  unto  the  Father, 
and  by  and  thro'  whom,  he  will  eternally  communicate  of 
his  infinite  Fullnefs  unto  his  People.  And  they  fhall  have 
the  blifsfull  Society   of  Angels  and  Fellow-Saints. 

(  1. )  The  Saints  fhall  fee  and  enjoy  GOD  :~  Shall  be 
admitted  into  his  gracious  Prefence,  and  behold  his  Glory. 
— God  will  fentencethe  Wicked  to  depart  from  Him\ — 
Their  Souls  will  be  fent  into  Darknefs  — .  But  he  will  re- 
ceive the  Spirits  of  the  Godly  to  himfelf ;  and  they  fhall 
dwell  in  his  Prefence.  Pfal.  73.  25.  Thou  fhalt  guide  me 
by  thy  Counfel,  and  afterward  receive  me  to  Glory,  God 
himfelf  has  promifed  to  be  their  Portion.  This  is  the  great 
Blefling  of  the  Covenant,  comprehending  all  other,  that 
He  will  be  their  GOD.  ( Gen.  1 7.  7.)  This  is  the  fupream 
GW,  which  they  have  chofen  and  depend  upon.  (P/.48.14.) 

The  Happinefs  of  the  Godly  is  e^prefs -d  by  this  Phrafe, 
and  this  is  his  Promife,  Rev.  22. 4.  They  fhall  fee  his  Face. 
And  that  of  our  Saviour,  Mat.  5.  8.  Blejfed  are  the  pure 
in  Heart,  for  they  fhall  fee  GOD. — But  this  muft  be  under* 
flood  not  of  any  bodily  Vifion%  but  intellefiual9  The  di- 
vine EfTence  is  incorporeal,  invifible.  But  the  Under- 
standing fhall  be  reclined  and  enlarged  to  take  in  right 
Conceptions  of  God. 

B  a  They 
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They  fhall  difcern  and  know  clearly  all  the  glorious  At- 
tributes of  God.  Here,  their  Underftanding  was  weak 
and  imperfect  :  Here  they  fee  thro1  aGlafs  darkly,  but 
there  Pace  to  Face?  (  2  Cor.  13.  12.  )  Not  that  they  can 
poffibly  comprehend  what  is  infinite  :  But  their  Knowledge 
will  ever  be  growing  — .  But  whatever  Difficulties  they 
had  about  the  JuJHce  of  God,  in  the  dark  Appearances 
of  his  Providence  ;  or  of  his  Mercy \  or  Truth  &  Faithful- 
vefs,  under  the  Afflictions  and  Sufferings  of  his  People  ; 
they  fhall  be  perfectly  fatisfyed.  — —  And  they  fhall  have 
no  more  Doubt  or  Scruple  as  to  the  particular  Love  of 
GOD  to  them.  His  receiving  them  into  that  glorious 
Place,  will  be  a  fufficient  Anfwer  to  all  their  Difficulties^ 
and  fcatter  all  their  Fears  •>  and  He  will  /bed  abroad  his 
Love  into  their  Hearts,  and  then  fhall  they  fully  know 
their  own  Love  to  Him. 

They  fhall  clearly  difcern,  that  God  is  moll:  worthy  of 
the  highefi  Honour,  Love  and  Praife.  They  are  convin- 
ced ol  this,  here  :  But  they  will  have  much  more  clear, 
enlarged  and  honourable  Conceptions  of  Him,  (  Rev.  5. 
12,  13.  )  They  will  fee  and  love  as  the  Angels  do.  The 
Sight  or  Knowledge  of  God  which  JMofes  himfelf  was  fa- 
voured with,  was  but  as  the  Knowledge-one  has  of  a  Man 
by  his  Back-parts^  without  feeing  his  Face.  In  this  State 
of  Mortality  it  would  be  over-bearing  to  Nature  to  fee 
God  as  the  Saints  do  in  Heaven.  Exod.  33.  20.  And  he 
faid,  Thou  canfi  not  fee  my  Face,  for  there  fhall  no  Man  fee 
me,  and  live.  But  in  Heaven  there  will  be  a  beatifick 
Vifion,  as  the  holy  Angels'  do  always  behold  the  Face  of 
God,  Mat.  18.  10.  i.e.  They  fee  his  divine 'Perfections 
and  Glory,  fo  fhall. the  Saints. 

And  they  fhall  fee  God  as  their  own  :  Their  Father 
and  Portion.  This  will  will  be  their  highefi  Satisfaction 
and  Felicity.  ( pfal.  16.5,6.  —  48.  14.)  They  fhall  know 
rhat  he  will  be  their  GOD  forever.  What  unfpeakable 
Confoiation  will  they  have,  that  all  his  Perfections  are 
theirs,  and  engaged  for  them  ?  They'l  be  fully  fenfible 
of  the  marvellous  Difplays  of  his  Power  and  Mercy  in  de- 
livering them  from  a  State  of  Sin  andWPfery^  in  preparing 

them 
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them  for,  and  bringing  them  to  that  bleffed  Place.  They '1 
know  that  his  Power  and  Grace  and  Truth  are  everlaft- 
Wg*  and  will  affure  their  Continuance  in  that  happyState  : 
—  That  his  Wifdom  is  their' s,  and  how  glorious  it  hath 
been,  in  accomplishing  the  Work  of  Redemption*  to  the 
Praife  and  Honour  of  all  his  Perfections  *  and  in  preparing 
thofe  glorious  Manjions  for  their  BiefFednefs. 

0  what  inconceivable  Felicity  !  when  they  fhall  fee  all 
the  glorious  Perfections  of  God  as  their  own  :  and  know- 
that  hathHe  given  binpfelf  to  them,  as  their  exceeding  great 
Reward:  And  that  they  fhall  enjoy  him  thro5  eternal  Ages ! 

(2.)  They  fhall  be  with  Christ  to  behold  his  Glory, 
This  is  the  Will  of  Christ,  exprefs'd  concerning  his 
£)ifciples,  and  all  who  fhould  believe  thro'*  their  Word* 
in  that,  gracious  Intercefiion  for  them,  Joh,  17.  24. 
Father*  I  will  that  they  alfo  whom  thou  haft  given  me*  be 
with  me  where  I  am  *  that  they  may  behold  my  Glory,  — 
What  fweeter  Word  have  we  in  the  Bible  ?  And  this  car- 
ries in  it  the  Force  of  a  Promife :  And  will  furely  be  ful- 
filled to  all  that  are  Christ's.  And  accordingly,  this  the 
Godly  expect  at  Death.  Phil.  1.  23.--  Having  aDefire  to 
depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift*  which  is  far  better.  It  is 
in  and  thro'  Christ,  that  the  Saints  come  to  enjoy  God 
as  theirs.  Tho'  his  Mediation  of  Acquisition  and  Rule  will 
ceafe,  when  he  fhall  deliver  up  the  Kingdom  unto  the  Fa- 
ther, yet  as  a  Mediator  of  Fruition  he  fhall  abide  for  ever. 

And  how  great  will  be  the  Conflation  of  his  redeemed 
Ones,  that  they  mail  be  with  him  !  This  is  one  End  of 
his  Incarnation*  that  the  Saints  might  be  for  ever  happy, 
in  beholding  the  divine  Glory  mining  forth  in  him. 

Then  they  fhall  know  the  Glory  of  his  Per f on.  Having 
all  the  Perfections  of  God,  and  the  human  Nature*  with 
ail  the  Excellencies  that  it  is  poflibly  capable  to  be  ador- 
ned with,  united  in  one  wonderful  Perfon  ! 

They  mall  fee  the  glorious  Dignity  and  Honour  that  be 
is  advanced  unto  :  That  God  has  crown3 d  him  with  Ho- 
nour and  Glory*  and  fet  him  at  his  own  right  Hand,  (Heb. 
2.9.)  and  that  Ajtgels  and  Principalities  and  Powers  are 
mdefubjetl  unto  him->  -~  (  Eph.  i,  20,  21. ) 

And 
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And  what  a  wonderful  SatisfacYion  will  it  be  to  them, 
to  know  the  Wifdorn  and  Holincfs  of  his  Adminiftration* 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Providence  and  of  Grace  ?  That  a  Spi- 
ne ot  Wifdom  and  Under/landing  reft  upon  him,  a  Spirit 
of  Counfel  and  Mighty  *xc  :  (  Ifa.  n.  2, — 5. )  That  he 
doth  all  Things  righteoufly  and  in  confummate  Wifdom. 

How  ravifhing  will  their  Admijjion  into  his  glorious  Pre- 
fence  be  ?  "When  he  mall  fay  unto  them,  Well  done  good 
and  faithful  Servant,  enter  thou  into  the  Joy  of  thy  Lord] 
When  he  fhall  fmile  upon  them  and  receive  them,  as  his 
ranfomed  Ones,  whom  he  has  purchafed  with  his  Blood. 
How  delightful,  when  they  fhall  know  that  he  loved  them 
and  gave  him f elf  for  them  ? —  When  they  fhall  have  near 
Accefs  to  him  ;  —  With  what  Exultations  of  Joy,  will 
they  praife  and  adore  him,  for  his  marvellous  Love,  and 
for  the  great  Things  which  he  has  done  for  them  ?  And 
being  admitted  into  his  Prefence,  fhall  have  intimate  and 
uninterrupted  Communion  with  him  ;  while  they  hear  the 
gracious  and  wondrous  Words  that  proceed  from  his  Lips, 
and  their  Souls  eccho  in  Returns  of  Love  and  Praife,  And 
this  fhall  be  their  everlafting  Enjoyment.  As  we  have  that 
AfTurance,  1  Thef.  4. 1 7.  So  fhall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord. 

The  Words  of  a  pious  Man,  I  may  well  mention  here: 
6  Heaven  would  not  be  fo  familiar,  or  fo  fweet  to  my  Tho'ts,, 
*  if  it  ,were  not  that  our  glorify ed  Lord  is  there,  in  whofe 
c  Love  and  Glory  we  mult  live  for  ever  ! 

(  3. )  They  fhall  enjoy  the  happy  Society  of  holy  Angels 
and  fellow-Saints.  This  I  muft  but  juft  mention,  to  have 
Pwoom  for  what  I  have  to  offer.  Our  Lord  teaches  us 
(  Luke  20.  36. )  That  the  Cfldren  of  the  Refurreclion 
Jhall  be  like  the  Angels.  They  fhall  therefore  be  fit  Con> 
pany  for  them.  And  thofe  holy  Spirits,  who  by  the  Di- 
rection of  Ch  m  s t,  their  and  our  Lo r d ,  have  been  mi- 
nifiring  Spirits  unto  them*  in  this  Life,  and  done  many 
kind  Offices  for  them,  will  doubtlefs,  impart  many  en- 
tertaining snd  delightful  Things  to  them. 

When  their  Souls  depart  out  of  their  Bodies,  they  go 
to  be  Companions  with  them?  and  other  happy  Spirits,  even 
of  the  Juft  made  perfeff?  Heb*  12.  23,    And  at  the  Re- 
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furreftion  of  the  Jufi,  when  Christ  (hall  come  to  receive 
ail  his  redeemed  Ones  to  him/elf*  according  to  bis  gracious 
Wordy  Joh.  14.  1 ,  i%  when  their  Bodies  (lizMbc  fajhioned 
like  unto  his  own  glorious  Body,—  being  acquitted  and  ac- 
knowledged by  him,  before  the  whole  World ;  they  (hall 
(  after  the  Day  of  Judgment  is  finifhed  )  all  afcend  with 
him  in  Triumph,  with  Songs  and  everlafting  Joy,  to  in- 
herit the  Kingdom  prepared  for  them,  from  the  Foundation 
of  the  World  ,  (  Mat.  25.  34.  )  They  will  be- an  innume- 
rable Company,  and  employed,  probably,  in  a  great  Variety 
of  delightful  Services  for  the  honour  of  their  Lord,  in  per- 
fect Harmony  and  Love,  to  their  mutual  and  everlafting 
Pleafure  and  Joy,  Pfal.  1 6.  ult. 

3.  The  Promifes  fhew  us  their  Felicity,  as  it  relates  to 
the  Perfection  of  their  Natures,  in  Knowledge  and  Holinefs. 
Men's  Ignorance  and  the  Weaknefs  of  their  Minds  is  now 
their  great  Unhappinefs.  This  Mifery  will  be  removed  as 
to  the  Saints  in  the  heavenly  State.  Thus  we  are  taught 
1  Cor.  13.  12.  Now  we  fee,  thro*  a  Glafs  darkly,  but  then 
Face  to  Face:  Now  I  know,  in  part,  but  thmfoalllknow 
even  as  alfo  I  am  known.  This  is  implied  in  the  proceed- 
ing Heads,  their  Enjoyment  of  GOD  and  Christ. — With 
thee  is  the  Fountain  of  Life  ;  in  thy  Light  fn all  we  fee 
Light,  Pfal.  36.  9.  In  this  Light  or  Knowledge  they 
have  the  Foundation  of  all  happifying  Knowledge. 

And  they  fhall  fee  innumerable  Inftances  of  die  Power 
andWifdom  and  Gocdnefs  of  God  in  his  Works.  And  fee 
into  the  Reafon  and  Nature  of  Things,  which  here  thty 
underftood  but  little  of. — —All  the  Difficulties  and  hard 
Chapters  in  Providence  which  puzzled  and  perplexed  their 
Minds  fhall  be  unfolded  to  them. 

They  fhall  alfo  understand  the  Scriptures  ,  the  great 
and  wondrous  Things,  which  they  had  but  imperfect  Con- 
ceptions of  here  •,  and  fhall  be  delivered  from  all  Errors 
and  Miftakes  about  them.  And  have  raifed  Tho'ts  of 
the  divine  Glories  exhibited  in  them  ;  the  Wifdom,  Holi- 
nefs, Juftice  and  'Truth  and  Grace  of  God  •,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  the  myfterious  &  wonderful  Work  of  our  Re- 
demption :  They  fhall   fee  how  all  the  divine  Attributes 
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harmonize  therein  ;    and  that  God  has  abounded  towards 

us  in  all  JVifdom  and  Prudence. 

And  this  Knowledge  will  be  accompanied  with  perfect 
Reftitude  and  Holinefs.  As  they  fhall  be  perfectly  deliver*  d 
from  the  Mifery  of  Ignorance  and  Errour,  and  all  the 
Pains  of  Uncertainty  and  Doubting,  and  all  Temptations 
arifing  from  thence  •,  fo  they  fhall  be  freed  from  all  faulty 
Imperfection,  all  Irregularity  in  xhtixWills  ana  Affections  : 
Their  intellectual  VifiOn  of  God,  will  therefore  be  bea- 
tifical, becaufe  it  will  transform  them  into  the  divine  Like- 
nsjs  :  The  Image  of  God  will  be  perfectly  formed  in  them, 
and  all  Sin  be  expeWd  at  once.  When  they  Jhall  fee 
Christ  as  he  is,  they  Jhall  be  like  him,   i  Joh.  3.  2. 

This  is  the  Perfection  of  the  reafonable  Nature,  when 
every  Faculty  of  the  Soul  is  fitted  to  anfwer  the  higheft 
End,  and  enjoys  the  moft  perfect  Good.  This,  as  it  will 
be  to  the  great  Honour  of  God  ;  as  his  Perfections,  his 
Power,  his  Wifdom,  his  redeeming  Love  &  Grace  will  be 
exalted  in  the  Saints,  and  they  will  be  prepared  to  give  him 
the  higheft  Honour  ;  fo  this  will  be  the  higheft  Satis f allien 
to  themfelves.  Pfal.  17.  15* —  I  fhall  beheld  thy  Face  in 
Right  eoufnefs  -,  I  Jhall  be  fatisfied,  when  I  awake  with  thy 
Likenefs.  Their  Love  and  Defire  centring  in  him,  who  is 
confummate  &c  everlafting  Good,  will  be  perfectly  at  Reft  \ 
and  in  the  higheft  Satisfaction  and  Delight,  knowing  that 
they  fhall  enjoy  this,  without  InterrniMicn  or  End.  Pfal 
16.  11. — -  In  thy  Pre  fence  is  Fulnefs  cf Joy ,  at  thy  right 
Hand  are  Plcafures  for  evermore. 

2.  I  pafs,  to  confide r  the  Nature  of  thefe  Graces  men* 
tioned  by  the  Apoftle  :  or  what  we  are  to  underftand  a$ 
comprized  in  thefe  Words,  Faith  and  Patience. 

Arid  doubtlefs,  Thefe  are  defi  gned  as  exprefTive  ci  the 
great  Duty  of  Chriftians  in  common.  And  to  compr  :zd 
under  them,  all  the  other  Graces  which  we  fhoulc  exer*, 
cife,  both  in  the  aclive  and  paj/ive  Life  \  in  doing  an*4 
fuffering  the  Will  of  God.         Particularly, 

1  .Fait  his  the  Grace,  herefirft  mentioned,  which  C>/~ 
ftians  muft  have  and  daily  exercife, —  And  it  is  often  ; 
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liohed^  and  greatly  infilled  on  in  the  Gofpel*  as  of  the  firft 
Order  and  NeeefTity*  and  without  which  it  is  impojfible  to 
pleafe  GO  I).  And  it  mull  lie  in  the  Foundation  of  all  o- 
thers,  and  doth,  in  fome  Senfe,  comprize  them  all :  for 
they  are  truly,  radically,  but  one  divine  &  heavenly  Prirt* 
ciple,  viz.  The  fpiritual  Knowledge  of  GOD  in  Christ. 
•^-Such  a  Knowledge  and  Belief  of  the  Being  and  glorious 
Perfections  of  God*  as  he  hath  revealed  himfelf  in  his  holy 
Werd,  and  of  Christ  the  Mediator,  his  Doctrines  and 
Laws,  as  has  (  thro'  the  Influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit, )  a 
transforming  Power  upon  the  Soul  -,  (  2  Cor.  13.  8.)  turn- 
ing from  Barbie fs  unto  Lights  and  from  the  Power  of 
Satan  unto  GOD. 

He  that  Commanded  the  Light  to  ftoine  out  of  Darknefs+ 
.  (  in  the  firft  Creation  )  now  mining  into  their  Hearts,  gives 
them  the  Light  of  the  Knowledge  of  his  Glory  in  the  Face? 
(  or  Perfon  )  of  Christ  :  (  2  Con  4.  6.  )  that  being  con- 
vinced of  the  divine  Original  and  Authority  of  the  facfed 
Scriptures^  and  receiving  the  Word  not  as  the  Word  of 
Man,  but  (  as  it  is  in  'Truth  )  the  Word  of  GOD,  it 
works  effectually  in  them,  1  Thef.  2.  13. 

They  being  firft  convinced  of  their  Sinfutntfs  and  Guilty 
and  that  they  are  tx^o£diX.ofazzwhx\Threatnings  &  Cur- 
fesotthe  divine  Law;  are  heavy  laden  with  Sin,  made  wil- 
ling to  renounce  it,  and  are  difpos'd  to  hearken  to  the 
Offers  of  Pardon  and  Salvation  thro'  a  Redeemer. 

And  being  convinced  alfo  of  the  Sufficiency  and  Per- 
fection of  his  Right  eoufnefs,  active  and  paflive*  as  our  great 
High  Prieft,  who  has  perfectly  obey'd  the  Law  for  us* 
and  fuffered,  the  Juftfor  theUnjufi-,  that  he  might  bring 
us  to  GOD  ;  They  now  truft  in  it,  for  Pardon^  and  eter- 
nal Life.  Having  alfo  a  Belief  of  the  Freenefs  and  Riches  of 
God's  Mercy,  and  of  his  Truth  and  Faithfulnefs,  in  the 
gracious  Offers,  and  precious  Promifes  of  the  Gofpel  -,  now 
they  receive  them  as  Tea  and  Amen-,  in  Christ*  as  certain 
and  infallible.  And  they  fubmit  alfo  to  his  Teaching  and 
Government  as  their  infallible  Prophet  and  righteous  Ru- 
ler and  King. 

And  this  Faith  is  accompanied  with  Love,  to  God  and 
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Christ  and  fellow -Chriftians . —  When  they  fee  his  glori- 
ous Excellencies  as  Mediator ■,  and  his  marvellous  Love  in 
dying  for  Sinners  ;  that  in  Him  all  Fidnefs  dwells.  •,  that 
he  is  the  great  Furchafer  and  Difpenier  of  all  fpiritualBlef- 
fings  -,  now  their  Hearts  are  drawn  to  him,  and  he  is pre- 
chas  in  their  Eiteem,  and  they  can  fart  with  all  for 
him,  (  i  Pet.  2.  7.  Mat.  13.  45,  46.  Gal.  5.  6.  ) 

And  this  is  the  Ground  of  evangelical  Repent ance.  Now 
they  inoutn  for  Sin,  and  hate  it  as  it  is  agamic  the  Per- 
feulions  and  Authority  of  God*  and  the  Grace  and  Love 
!  of  a  glorious  Redeemer. 

Thus  'the  Soul  is  bow'd  to  Obedience  to  the  divine  Com- 
mands  !  the  Contrariety  which  there  is  in  Men,  naturally, 
thereunto  is  fubdued,  and  it  becomes  inclined  to  do  the 
Tilings  that  pleafe  God,  from  aSenfe  of  the  Excellency 
of  them.  Pfal.  no.  3.   1  Job.  5.  3. 

Hence  Faith  hath  this  great  Effect  afcrib'd  unto  it,  or 
God  works  this  divine  Effect  in  Chriftians  by  it  -5(Acts  15. 
9.  )  - —  Purifying  their  Hearts  by  Faith.  As  alfo,  Vitlory 
ever  the  World,  or  Temptations  from  fenfible  Things, 
(  1  Joh.^.o,.  )  and  quenching  the  fiery  Darts  of the  Wicked, 
(  Eph.  6.  16.);  as  itfets  home  upon  the  Heart,  the  great 
Obligations  we  are  under  unto  God  our  Maker  and  Saviour, 
and  enforces  all  the  Arguments  of  the  Gofpel  to  Holinefs ; 
as  it  fets  the  Example  ofCHRisT  before  the  Mind,  asmoft 
worthy  of  Imitation  >  and  gives  a  realizing  View  of  the 
glertcus  Rewards  of  the  heavenly  World. 

This  is  the  Life  which  Chriftians  ought  to  live.  As  the 
Apofile  expreffes. concerning  himfelf,  Gal.  2.20. — The  Life 
which  Hive  in  theFleJh,  Hive  by  the  Faith  of  the  Son  of  God. 
— Tho*  he  lived  in  the  Flefn,  he  did  not  live  after  the  Flefh ; 
but  by  Faith  in  Christ,  and  c  efpecially  as  eying  the  Won- 
c  ders  of  his  Love  in  giving  himfelf  for  him.  And  hence 
Christ  is  faid,  to  dwell  in  our  He  arts  by  Faith,  Eph.3.17. 
I.  e.  c  as  the  great  Object  of  the  Believer's  Tho'ts,  Appli- 
1  cation  and  Improvement.  As  a  Friend  is  faid  to  dwell 
'  in  our  Hearts,  whom  we  continually  love  and  think  of. 

All  our  Strength,  and  Peace  and  Cemfort  is  to  be  fetch'd 
from  Christ,  or  deriv'd  to  us.  thro'  his  Mediation.   Our 

'■■•'-•  '  Souls 
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Souls  mould  daily  feed  upon  him.  His  Incarnation,  mar- 
vellous Love  in  fhedding  his  Blood  for  us,  his  Refurretlion, 
and  glorious  Exaltation,  and  the  ineftimable  BleiTings 
which  he  hath  purchafed  for  us, —  fhould  be  the  delight- 
ful Subjects  of  our  frequent  Meditation  ! 

We  are  to  look  for  Reconciliation  with  God,  Pardon  of 
all  our  Sins,  Acceptance  with  him,  and  the  Communicati- 
ons of  his  Spirit,  only  thro'  Christ  '• —  In  whom  we  have 
Accefs,  by  one  Spirit  wit 0  the  Father,  Eph.  2.  18. 

All  our  Communion  with  God,  in  religious  Duties,  muft 
be  thro'  Christ  :  Under  the  Apprehenfions  of  the  Great- 
nefe  and  Majefty  and  Holinefs  of  God,    and  that  v/e  are 
contemptible  Worms  \  we  muft  fetch  our  Encouragement 
from  Christ,  to  approach  unto  him  :  Fie  having,  in  his 
wonderful  Condefcention  and  Love,    taken  our  Nature* 
and  bro't  in  an  everlafting  Right  eoufnefs,    and  appears  in 
the  Prefence  of  GOD  for  us.     And  fo  under  a  Senfe  of  our 
renewed  Sins,  our  Wants,  Temptations  anA  Dangers,  Sor- 
rows and  Burdens,  our  Recourfe  mull  be  unto  Him,  who 
knows  how  to  pity  us,  and  is  able  to  help  us,  cafiing  all 
our  Cares  upon  Him,    who  careth  for  us  -,  —  who  himfelf 
having  fuffered  heing  tempted,  is  able  to  fuccour  them  that 
are  tempted,  Heb.  2. 1 7, 1 8. — -We  fhould  commit  the  keep- 
ing of  our  Sonls  unto  him,  in  well-doing,  with  full  Perfwa- 
(iorv  that  he  is  able  to  keep  them  unto  the  great  Day.  And 
having fuch  an  high  Prieft  over  the  Hcufe  of  GOD,  Jhould 
draw  near  with  a  true  Heart,  and  full  Affurance  of  F4f$i?\ 
—  Heb.  10.  19,21,  22. 

And  under  the  awful  T  hot's  of  Deaths  what  wonderful 
Relief  doth  Faith  give  us  ?  That  Jesus  Christ  died  for 
us,  and  is  rifen  again,  and  is  gone  to  Heaven,  as  our  Fore- 
runner ?  Who  hath  deftroyed  Death,  and  him  that  had  the 
Power  of  it :  ^~  Who  lives  forever'  to  make  Inter ceffion  for 
us  •,  and  hath  the  Keys  of  TIades  and  of  Death  :  And  hath 
promifed  that  thofe  who  faithfully  ferve  him,  JhaU  be  where 
he  is  j  and  bee  aufe  he  lives,  they  pall live-  alfo,>  (  Joh»  ..12. 
26.  —  14.  19. 

2.  Patience  is  another  Grace,  which  Chriftians  muft 
tx&rcift  in  this  State  of  .Tr(al,~*~^%hi$  include?  a  humble. 

C  'z  '     quiet  t 
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quiet  hearing  the  Affliclions,  which  God  is  pjeas'd  to  lay 
upon  us, —  without  any  murmuring  or  freting,  any  Dif 
content,  any  hard  or  unbecoming  Thot's  of  God  :  That 
we  btftill,  and  know  that  he  is  GOD,  (Pfal.  46.  10.  j 
Where  there  is  true  chriftian  Patience,  there  muft  be  Faith, 
and  right  Tho'ts  of  God.  We  muft  realize  his  Govern- 
ment, and  difpofing  Providence ;  a  Providence  in  the  Hands 
of  the  great  Mediator  :  That  Afflictions  &  'Troubles  do  not 
fpring  out  of  theDufi,  but  are  of  his  ordering-. — And  that 
he  hath  a  Right  to  difpofe  of  us,  and  all  that  we  have,  as 
it  pleafeth  him  :  And  that  he  doeth  all  Things  well. 

This  includes  Self-denial,  a  Willingnefs  to  part  with  all 
that  God  calls  for: — And  Submijfion  and  Refignation  to  his 
Will  ;  faying,  //  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him 
him  Good-. — And  after  the  Example  of  Christ  our  Lord, 
with  2l filial  Reverence  ;  —  Omy  Father,  if  this  Cup  may 
not  pafs  from  me,  except  I  drink  it,  thy  Will  be  done,  Mat. 

26.  42. This  divine  Grace,  Chriftians  have  need  of, 

that  after  they  have  done  and  fuffer'd  the  Will  of  GO IX 
they  may  receive  the  Promifes,  Heb.  10.36.  — *  And  they 
need  Wifdom  to  this  End,  and  fhould  afk  it  of  GOD-, — 
That  they  may  rightly  confider,  that  Afflictions  are  for 
the  Trial  of  their  Faith,  and  this  Trial  defigned  to  work 
Patience,  and  that  it  mould  have  it?s  perfetl  Work,  ( Jam, 
1.  3^  4. )  that  hereby  they  may  give  Glory  to  God,  ac- 
knowledging his  Sovereignty  and  Right,  his  Rule  and  Do- 
minion, his  Right  eoufnefs  in  taking  away,  as  well  as  Mercy 
in  giving  :  ■  v.  Knowing  that  Tribulation  workethPatience, 
end  Patience  Experience,  and  Experience  Hope,  that  maketh 
not  afhamed^  becaufe  the  Ldve  of  GOD  is  fhed  abroad  in  our, 
Heart s,bytheHclyGhoft  which  is  given  unto  us  JLom.* $.%,-- 5. 

This  Life  is  the  only  State,  wherein  Chriftians  can  glo- 
rify God*  in  the  Exercife  of  thefe  Graces.— J?  or  m  the  hea- 
venly World,  their  Faith  and  Hope  are  iwallowed  up  in 
Vifion  and  Fruition  :  And  they  have  no  more  occafion  for 
Patience,  for  all  their  Trials,  Sufferings  and  Sorrows  fhall 
be  for  ever  ended  !  For  all  thofe  Chriftians  who  really 
have,  and  exercife  thefe  Graces,  when  their  Life  is  endeds 
theip  Spirits  go  to  inher[[  the  Promifes  3  — ■— >  or  the 
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great  Bleffings  which  have  "been  before  mentioned*  — 
They  have  the  initial  Participation  of  thofe  Bleffings  here 
in  this  Life,  in  the  Graces  of  the  Spirit  :  The  Earnefl  of 
that  Inherit  ayice,  (  Eph.  i.  14.)  as  Faith  is  the  Siibftance  of 
thofe  things  hoped  for.  — But  they  muft  die,  before  they 
can  have  the  full  Poffeflion :  They  muft  put  offthefe  earthly 
Tabernacles^  and  their  Souls  go  to  the  World  of  Spirits. 

That  this  is  the  bieffed  Condition  of  Believers,  or  fuch 
as  die  in  the  Lord,  —  That  their  Souls  go  to  be  with 
Christ,  to  h^  happy  in  his  Love,  and  to  be  made  like  him 
in  perfect  Holinefs,—  Sec.  is  as  certain  as  the  Promifes  of 
God  are  certain  -,  and  as  he  who  is  Truth  it  felf  has  allu- 
red us,  That  they  fhall  never  perijh,  norjhall  any  pluck 
them  out  of  his  Hand. — -  Their  Happinefs  is  as  certain  as 
Heaven  it  felf  y  and  as  the  Truth  and  Faith fulnefs  of  God, 
and  the  Purchafe  of  the  great  Redeemer,  can  make  it. 

I  mail  now  make  fome  Refleclions  on  what  hath  been 
offered. 

Use  1.  From  hence  we  may  be  led  to  admire  the  won^ 
derful  Goodnefs  and  Mercy  of  God 5  that  he  hath  provided 
fo  great  Happinefs,  for  any  ofthefinful  Children  of  Adam  f 
We  may  well  make  that  Exclamation,  O  how  great  is  thy 
Goodnefs,  which  thou  haft  laid  up  for  them  thai  fear  thee% 
- — that,  truft  in  thee]  Pfal.  31.  19.  Things  which  Eye  had 
not  feen^  nor  Ear  heard,  nor  had  entred  into  the  Heart  of 
Man\  nor  had  they  ever  entred  into  his  Heart  to  conceive 
of  them,  if  God  had  not  revealed  them  by  his  Spirit  !  And 
now,  O  how  much  are  they  beyond  the  highejl  Afcent  of 
our  Tho'ts,  and  Conceptions  ? — -  1  Cor.  2.  g,  10. 

2.  How  mould  this  moderate  our  Griefs^  and  alleviate 
the  Sorrows,  of  furvrving  Relatives  and  Friends,  when 
fuch  are  taken  from  them,  who  are  gone  to  inherit  thePro- 
mifes. — That  we  mourn  not  as  mofe^^  are  without  Hope. 
Mourn  we  may,  but  not  on  their  Account,  whofe  Death 
jis  their  unfpeakabh  Gain :  But  on  our  own  Account,  who 
are  depriv'd  of  fo  greai  Good,  as  was  ftored  up  in  them* 
and  continually  flowing  to  us,  thro3  them. 

It  would  be  JiQiccil  md  Jiupidj  nottomourn3  tinder  fuch 
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a  wafting  and  heavy  Stroke  of  God — !  when  depriv'd  of 
One,  on  whom  our  outward  and  fpiritual Welfare,  under 
God,  much  depended  !  — But  furely,  we  mould  correct 
our  feives,  and  as  becometh  thofe  who  are  taught  out  of 
God' s  Word,  improve  the  Confolatioris  which  he  hath  pro- 
vided for  us  •,  —  which  hew  great  are  they  ? 

Should  we  not  bear  to  part  with  a  dear  Friend,  for  fome 
Months  or  Years,  being  fatisfied  of  their  Safety,  to  go  to 
take  PofTc  fiion  of  a  valuable  earthly  Inheritance  ? —  But 
how  much  rather,  when  they  go  to  pofTels  an  heavenly, — 
to  be  perfectly  fafe  and  happy  ? —  Should  we  not  confider 
our  grtatQ&Jigations  to  GoD,inthe  many  Blejfwgs  we  had 
in  them  ?  and  that  He  is  the  fame  everlafting  Good  ?  And 
fay  with  him,  who  is  fet  for  our  Example,  Job  i.  Q.i.The 
Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  blejfcd  be  the 
Name  of  the  Lord,  Now  v/e  mould  be  concern' d  to  ho- 
nour God,  by  a  humble,  patient,  refigned  Spirit  and  Be- 
haviour :  Rcmembring  that  we  ourfelves  rnuft  jhortly  put 
off  the fe  earthly  Tabernacles. 

3.  How  greatly  fhould  we  be  all  concern'd,  that  we 
may  be  of  this  happy  Number,  —  Heirs  of  the  Promifes. 
"What  fenfible  Conviction  have  we,  as  well  as  from  the 
facred  Oracles,  that  Here  is  not  the  Place  of  our  Ccntinuance? 
How  vain  are  the  Hopes  of  any,  that  they  fhaJl  abide  long 
here  ?  And  hew  prefumptuous  are  they,  to  depend  upon 

what  they  have  no  Command,    nor  AfTurance  of? 

How  void  of  regular  Self -love,  and  Care  of  their  own  Good, 
who  take  little  Pains  to  provide  for  z  blejfcd  Immortality, 

Alas  !  How  difficult  is  it,  to  bring  Men  to  realize  Death, 
and  the  eternal  World  whjch  they  are  paffing  into  !  O 
what  an  evil  Heart  of  Unbelief  is  there  in  many  ?  that  the 
awful  Threatnings  of  God,  no  more  affect  them  with  Fear 
and  Concern,  to  get  into  a  State  of  Peace  with  God  ;  who 
is  angry  with  the  Wicked  every  Day,  —  and  therefore  to 
forfake  their  Sins,  and  flee  for  Refuge  to  the  Hope  fet  before 
them  /  And  that  the  great  and  alluring  Promifes  of  the. 
Gofpel,  no  more  move,  and  perfwade  them, to  the  mod  ear- 
neft  Concern,  that  they  may  partake  of  thofe  heavenly  and 
eternalBleffings  !"• — Efpecially  when  the  Way  thereunto  is  fo 
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good  in  itfelfmd  fo plainly  taught  us  in  the  facredScriptures. 
—  And  this  is,  in  Sum*  the  Way  of  Faith  and  Patience  : 
And  to  imitate  thofe  who  have  gone  before  us,in  that  good 
Way,  is  to  be  next,  briefly,  confidered, 

II.  It  is  the  great  Bitty  of  Chriftians  to  be  Followers 
of  thofe,  who  have  gone  before  them  in  the  Exercife 
of  Faith  and  Patience,  to  iytherit  the  Promifes. 

There  are  fome  who  are '  got  fafe  to  Heaven.  As  any 
others  defire  to  go  to  that  bleffed  Reft,  they  muft  go  in  the 
fame  Way  ;  the  Way  of 'Faith  &  holy  Obedience  &?  Patience. 

But  thefe  Graces  &  Vertues  can't  be  exercis'dinPerfons 
Lives,  unlefs  they  are  firft  implanted  in  their  Hearts.  — 
Therefore  as  any  expect  that  Felicity,  they  muft:  obtain  a 
like  precious  Faith,  and  the  Graces  and  Qualifications  which 
accompany  Salvation.  —  For  without  Faith  it  is  impoffblc 
to  pleafe  God.  You  can  have  no  regular  Approaches  or 
Accefs  to  him,  if  you  do  not  believe  his  Being  and  Per- 
fections :  And  you  can  have  no  Acceptance  with  him,  no 
Pardon,  nor  Title  to  Life,  if  you  do  not  embrace  Christ 
as  offered  in  theGofpel.  Therefore  be  in  earned  that  you 
may  attain  this.  And  to  this  End,  —fearth  the  Scriptures, 
and  fee  how  they  teftify  of  Christ  —  !  and  endeavour  to 
fee  the  Perfections  of  God,  mining  forth  in  them — .  Lay 
yourfelves  open  to  the  Convitlions  and  Teachings  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. — Befenfible  that  Faith  is  the  Gift  of  God. — - 
And  feek  earneftly  to  him  to  open  the  Eyes  of  your  Un- 
derftanding,znd  effectually  to  teach  and  draw  your  Hearts, 
Joh.  6.  45. 

And  having  obtained  Grace,  it  is  every  Chriftians  Bufi- 

nefs  to  exercife  and  improve  it  ;    and  to  walk  in  the  good 

'  Way  of  Holinefs,  that  they  may  find  Reft  unto  their  Souls--, 

This  is  the  Counfel  and  Exhortation  now  to  be  prefs'd 

upon  you. 

It  is  obferv'd,  that  Examples  more  move  &  excite  than 
Precepts.  It  is  a  great  Advantage  to  have  Patterns  lead- 
ing the  Way,  in  the  Gbfervance  of  Commands :  As  in  them 
Perfons  fee,  that  the  Things  directed  to  are  practicable  : 
The  LeffGns.  not  too  hard  to  be  learn5 d  by  others  of  their 

own 
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own  ill  ike,    nor  the  Duties  too  difficult  to  be  done. — * 

God  has  beenpleas'd  to  give  us  many,*  on  J "acred Record^ 
whofe  Faith  we  are  directed  to  follow,  confidering  the  End 
of  their  Converfation — .  And  there  have  been  many  under 
the  G  of  pel  Difpenfation,  whom  God  hath  graciouQy  for- 
vied  for  him f elf,  to  fhew  forth  his  Praife  ;  whofe  Exam- 
ples have  been  very  worthy  of  Notice  and  Imitation. 

The  Arguments  urging  to  fuch  a  Life,    may  be  now 
offered,  under  three  Heads, 

i.  That  it  will  be  to  the  Honour  of  GOD  an d Christ, 
and  very  pleafing  to  Him^  for  Christians  to  kvefuch  a  Life. 
It  is  to  the  Honour  of  Christ  that  he  hath  redeemed  them 
from  a  vain  Converfation  in  the  World,  that  theyjhculd  be 
holy$  (  i  Pet.  1. 1 8.)  And  it  is  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  working 
effectually  by  his  Word,  that  they  have  been  renewed  and 
devoted  unto  God*  and  are  Followers  of  him  as  dear  Chil- 
dren : —  That  they  have  been  influenced  by  the  Promifes, 
to  cleanfe  themfelves  from  all  Filthinefs  of  Flefh  and  Spirit, 
and  to  endeavour  to  perfect  Holinefs  in  the  Fear  of  God. 
Hereby  they  adorn  the  Doclrine  of  GOD  cur  Saviour* 
And  hereby  they  approve  themfelves  his  Difciples,  and 
evidence  the  Relation  they  ftand  in  to  him.  For  this  great 
Reafon,  they  mould  fo  live  ;  that  they  may  grow  up  into 
Him  in  all  Things, who  is  the  Head,-even  CHRisTjEph.A. 1 5. 
How  pleafing  is  it  to  God,  to  fee  the  Image  of  his  dear  Son 
inftampedon  the  Souls  of  his  Difciples  ?  And  to  have  them 
in  their  Lives  fhewing  forth  his  Virtues,  his  Praifes,  who* 
hath  called  them  out  of  Darknefs,  into  marvellous  Light  I 
Itlhews  the  Power  of '  Chrift' s  Death,  if  Sin  is  mortified  in 
c  his  People,  and  the  Power  of  his  Refurreclion  &  Life,  if 
*  he  lives  in  you  \  /.  e.  If  you  live  like  him  in  Holinefs,  and 
feek  thofeHhingsthat  are  above,  where  Chrift  is,  Col. 3. 1,2. 

2.  The  gocdnefs  of  the  tVay^  'or  the  Excellency  of  the  Life 
that  the  Godly  live.  They  have  their  Converfation  in  Hea- 
ven :  Phil.  3.20.  Their  Hearts  andTreafure  there.  Being 
juftified  by  Faith$  and  at  Peace  with  GODj  thro9  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  they  have  Freedom  from  the  diftreffing  An- 
guimes  of  a  condemning  Confcience  under  a  Senfe  of  Guilt 
unpardoned.^—  And  they  have  a  gracious  Communion  with 
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God,  in  Ordinances  and  Providences.  —  While  they  live 
by  Faiths  fetting  the  Lord  before  them,  — while  they  be- 
lieve his  powerful  Prefence,  fuftaining,  upholding  and  or- 
dering all  Things  ;  —  they  have  Recourfe  to  him,  with 
humble  Confidence,  in  the  Name  of  Christ,  under  all  their 
Wants  outward  and  fpiritual,  their  Fears  &:  Dangers  ;  and 
may  hope  to  find  Grace  to  help  them,  in  all  their  'Times  of 
Need)  Heb.  4. 1 6.  Under  Afflictions,  they  may  in  Pati- 
ence pojjefs  their  Souls,  while  they  have  Hope  towards  God  ; 
and  that  gracious  Word  to  apply,  (Rom. 8.2 8.)  All  things 
Jball  work  together  for  Good,  to  them  that  love  GOD. 
While  they  have  good  Evidence  of  their  Union  /0  Christ, 
becaufe  he  hath  given  them  of  his  Spirit ,  1  Joh.  3.  24. — 

2.6. And  may  lay  hold  on  the  Promifes,  as  their fure 

Inheritance  in  Christ  their  Lord  and  Saviour.  —  What 
are  all  the  Plea  fur  es  ofSenfe,  compared  with  thefe  Things  ? 
Can  there  be  any  Life  on  Earth  bender,  (o  eligible  as  this  ? 
3.  The  great  Good  which  they  mall  enjoy  in  the  End. — 
The  Blefiings  contained  in  the  Promifes.— Thefe  are  called 
exceeding  great  and  precious ',  —  2  Pet.  1 .  4.  And  they  are 
indeed  fo,  not  only  in  regard  of  their  glorious  Author  ;  the 
great  God  : —  and  the  Purchafe  of  them,  the  aclive  and 
paffive  Obedience  of  Christ  the  Son  of  God  :  — But  as  to 
the  good  Things  promifed,  — fpiritual  &  eternal  Blefiings ; 
including  Deliverance  from  the  greateft  Evils,  —  from  all 
Evil  •,  and  Participation  of  the  greateft  Good.  Think  over 
again,  with  a  believing  "View,  the  great  &:  wonderful  Blef- 
fings  beforementioned. — And  will  not  the  Defires  6c  Hopes 
of  being  with  Christ,  to  behold  his  Glory,  and  to  belike 
him  in  Holinefs,  Knowledge  &  Love  ;  and  to  enjoy  God  as 
your  own  everlafting  Portion,  excite  your  mod  earn eit  Con- 
cern andEndeavour,  to  be  Followers  of  thofe,  who  inherit 
the  Promifes. 

And  now,  my  dear  People,  may  I  not,  with  great  Rea- 
fon  commend  to  your  Imitation,  the  pious  Pattern  and 
Example  of  One,  who  hath  liv'd  among  you,  Five  and 
Thirty  Tears  %  whofe  Spirit,  the  laftXa'^VD<?j  Morning, 
had  it's  Difmifllon  from  her  earthly  Tcbemacle%  and  went 
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(  I  have  good  Reafon  to  believe  )  to  keep  an  everlafting 

Sabbatifm,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. Will  not  thofe 

facred  PafTages  countenance  me  ?  — A  Woman  that  fear- 
eth  the  Lord, pall  be praifed. — x\nd  (  Prov.3.28,30.  )  Her 
Children  arife  up  &  call  berblejfed :  Her  Hufbandalfo,  and 
he  praifeth  her. 

I  hope  I  feriouQy  confider,  in  whofe  Prefence  I  ftand, 
and  mall  carefully  avoid  giving  any  undue  Praife.  And 
while  I  mention  fome  of  the  many  praife-worthy  and  memo- 
rable  'Things,  which  may  be  juftly  fpoken  of  her  •,  I  truft, 
my  real  Defign  and  Deflre  is,  that  Glory  may  redound  to 
God,  the  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  Gift  ;  and  that 
you,  my  dear  Friends,  who  have  a  confiderable  Share,  and 
mourn  with  me,  in  the  Lofs,  may  reap  fome  fpiritual  Be- 
nefit. 

If  I  might  be  able  to  bank  up  the  fwelling  Tide  of  Grief 
fo  as  to  fpeak  with  Decency,  —  I  would  fay, 

She  was  greatly  favour'dofGoD,  in  her  Birth  and  Edu- 
cation ;  being  a  Daughter  of  the  late  Reverend  &  Honoured 
Mr.  Solomon-  Stoddard,  the  excellent  and  pious  P  aft  or 
of  the.  Church  in  Northampton.  Her  Parents  having  de- 
voted her  to  God  in  her  early  Baptifm  ;  educated  her  in 
the  beft  manner  :  Having  the  good  Inftru&ions  and  Exam- 
ple of  a  very  pious  prudent  Mother,  as  well  as  Father  : 
Thro'  the  divine  Influence  accompanying  thefe  great  Ad- 
vantages, fhe  had  fuch  early  Imprejfions  made  on  her  Mind, 
as  were  of  lafting  Benefit.  —  And  while  fhe  was  Young, 
l^ave  her  f elf  unto  /i^LoRD,  and  to  his  People  by  the  Will 
of  GOD  %  And  was  careful  to  walk  in  all  the  Command- 
ments and  Ordinances  of  the  Lord  blamelefs. 

The  God  of  all  Mercy,  having  furnifh'd  her  for  the  Mar- 
riage-State, was  pleas'd  in  his  kind  Providence,  to  bring 
her  into  fuch  Relation  to  me  ;  to  be  a  great  Bleffing  to 
me,  and  to  my  Houfe,  and  to  this  Town. 

And  how  good  was  fhe,  in  every  Relation  flie  f  uftained  ? 
—  As  a  Wife,  molt  faithful,  kind  and  obliging,  felf-deny- 

*  In  ihe  Year  170^,  and  the  next,  flie  HvM  in  Bojion,  and  was  sd- 
mitted  into  the  Soutb-Cburch,  then  under  the  Paltoral  Care  of  thofe 
Men  of  God,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Willard  and  Mr,  Pemberton. 
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ing,  providing  every  Thing  fuitable  &  becoming,  for  Food 
and  Cloathing  \  and  as  great  a  Bleffing  in  fpiritual  as  in 
outward  Regards. 

As  a  Mother,  not  only  kindly  and  tenderly  caring  for  the 
Bodies  of  her  Children,  but  for /tor  Souls,  Teaching  them 
not  only  Diligence  and  Difcretionin  all  proper  Bufinefs,  but 
by  her  cdxduYInfiruclion  and  Example  to  be  Vertuousand 
Religious,  tofeekfirft  the  Kingdom  of  GO D. —  Well-go- 
verning them,  and  bringing,  them  up  in  the  Nurture  and 
Admonition  of  the  Lord. 

As  a  Miftrefs,  exercifing  her  Authority  with  fuch  an 
uncommon  and  obliging  Goodnefs,  Gentlenefs,  Mildnefs 
and  Difcretion,  as  that  the  Love  and  Refpetl  of  all  that  have 
ferved  her,  are  Witneffes  for  her. 

Her  Prudence  and  (Economy,  in  the  Conduct  of  all  her 
Houfhold  Affairs,  is  not  eafily  to  be  exprefs'd.  —  But  this 
in  fhort,  —  That  herein  fhe  was  a  worthy  Pattern  to  all 
Wives,  who  would  do  Good  to  their  Hujbands,  and  not  Evil, 
all  the  Bays  of  their  Life,  —  The  Heart  of  her  Hufband 
might  fafely  Truft  in  her,  fo  that  he  fhould  have  no  fear  of 
Spoil.  Tho'  always  prudently  careful,  yet  without  Anxiety, 
Not  in  a  Buftle  or  Hurry,  but  managing  all  her  Affairs 
with  an  excellent  Calmnefs,  Steadinefs,  zndEvenefs  of  Spi- 
rit. Keeping  every  Perfon  and  Thing,  as  much  as  poiTi- 
ble,  in  their  own  Order,  Place  and  Bufinefs. 

And  remembring,  That  every  'Thing  is  beautiful  in  it's 
Seafon  •,  —  She  was  early  in  her  Bufinefs,  and  careful  to 
have  the  Provifionfor  the  Houfe,  and  every  Thing  as  much 
as  might  be,  in  it's  Seafon. 

She  looked  well  to  the  Ways  of  her  Houfoold,  and  never 
eat  the  Bread  of  Idlenefs.  —  Always  hating  Negligence, 
Carelefsnefs  and  Sloth. — She  was  indeed,  an  uncommon  Ex- 
ample of  Diligence  ;  and  confidering  her  feeble  Conftituti- 
on,  and  State  of  Health,  herein  rather  over-doing. —  (  But 
would  fay,  that  fhe  found  Bufinefs  and  Action,  more  for 
her  Health  ;  and  had  rather  wear  out,  than  ruft  out.  )  — * 

—  Yet  her  Moderation  and  government  of  her  Affection 
to  earthly  Things,  was  known  to  all  that  were  converfant 
with  her  j  yea  her  great  Mortification,  and  Indifference  to 
*hem.  D  %  She 
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She  was  ever  friendly ',  obliging  and  companionate  ;  and 
in  her  "Tongue  was  the  Law  of  Kindnefs. — ALover  of  Hof- 
pitality  -,  and  ready  to  deny  her  felf,  to  oblige  others.  — 
She  loved  fbricfl  Juftice,  Truth  and  Honefty,  hating  all  man- 
ner of  Fraud  &  Deceit, —  (  hating  to  lie  in  Debt.  ) — And 
as  great  an  Enemy  to  all  Intemperance  and  Senfuality. 

Thofe  divine  Direclions  and  Characters,  were  ever  re- 
membred,  and  copied  in  her  Life, —Tit.  2.  4,  5. —  That 
Women  be  fober,  difcreet,  chafle,  keepers  at  Home.  — An 
Example  of  Modefty, —  and  as  free  from  Pride  ( I  believe) 
as  mod  that  live.  Tho'  ihe  loved  Neatnefs  and  Decency, 
yet  chufing  modefi  Apparel,  and  much  more  regarding 
the  inward  adorning  cf  the  hidden  Man  of  the  Heart,  the 
Ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  Spirit,  which  is  in  the  Sight 
cf  GOB  of  great  Price. 

She  was  truly,  the  vertuous  Woman  whofe  Price  was 
far  above  Rubies. —  And  among  the  Daughters  who  have 
dom  vertuoufly,  fhe  was  one  that  excelled. 

But  her  greater!  Excellence  &  Ornament  was,  her  ftrift 
Piety,  Sincerity  &;  Upright  nefs  :  Ever  maintaining  a  Ten-? 
dernefs  cf  Conference  ; —  As  one  that  fet  ihe  Lord  always 
before  her  -,  —  and  in  his  Fear  all  the  Day  long.  Fre- 
quently difcovering  her  hatred  of  Sin,  and  how  careful 
that  her  felf  and  others  might  fhun  it.  I  believe,  few  have 
lived  more  inoffenjively.  —  Remembring  and  obferving  to 
others,  that  the  Word  of  God  directs  us,  to  abfiain  from 
all  Appearance  of  Evil. 

Diligent  as  fhe  was,  fhe  fuffered  not  any  worldly  Cares 
or  Bufinefs  to  hinder  her  fteady  Retirement,  for  the  ferret 
Duties  of  Religion  :  In  which  me  had,  I  doubt  not,  Com- 
munion with  GOD  -,  and  kept  up  the  Life  of  Religion.  — : 
Was  very  careful  alfo  to  fan  t!  if y  the  Sabbath,  and  concern' d 
that  holy  Time  might  not  be  incroach'd  upon  by  unnecef- 
fary  worldly  Bufinefs. 

—  She  tibi  ed  the  Word  and  Hottfe  of  GOD,  and  was  an 
Example  of  fteady  Attendance  upon  the  pub lick  Worfloip  :. 
And  was  often  there,  when  fome  others  ( I  believe)  under 
like  bodily  Indifpofiticns  and  Pains,  would  have  been  on 
their  Bed*. 

She 
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She  was  alfo  an  Example  of  Patience  under  Pains  and 
Weakneffes  of  Body  :  —  Scarce  ever  complaining  •,  but 
bearing  with  wonderful  Silence  and  Submiflion.  Never 
feeming  to  be  in  Difirefs,  but  for  what  vm&finful :  Taking 
quietly  and  calmly  any  Lofs  or  Dif appointment  in  Provi- 
dence : —  Rebuking  others  for  any  Impatience  or  Fretfulnefs. 
And  in  a  Way  of  Duty,  fubmiffively  waiting  upon  GOD. 
She  was  watchful  over  her  Heart  and  kept  the  Door  of  her 
Lips  •,  and  ever  diflik'd  to  hear  an  unfuitable  Word  fpoken. 

Tho'  me  was  affable  \ind  free  in  Convention,  andlov'd 
religious  Dtfcourfe  -,  yet  fometimes  fparing  in  fpeaking  of 
fpiritual  Experiences,  left  (  as  fhe  has  faid  to  me  )  her 
Words  mould  exprefs  any  Thing  that  her  Heart  had  not 
really  felt  or  {perceiv'd. 

—  After  all  that  me  had  done,  what  a  low  Efteem  had 
me,  of  herfelf .?  —  Looking  upon  her  felf  as  utterly  un- 
worthy of  any  Thing  from  GOD  !  having  nothing  of  her 
own  to  depend  upon  ;  fenfible  fhe  muft  be  beholden  to 
Christ,  andmeer  Mercy  for  all  Good  that  me  hoped  for: 
— And  was  often  mindful  ofthofe'Words  of  the  Apofile^ 
If  a  Man  think  him  felf  to  be  fomething  when  he  is  nothings 
he  deceiveth  himfelf  And  was  greatly  concerned  that  it 
might  not  be  her  own  Cafe.  This,  I  believe,  I  may  call  a 
godly  Jealoufy  over  her  felf  •,  and  was  from  a  Senfe  fhe  had 
of  the  weaknefs  of  human  Underftanding  in  the  great  Things 
of  God,  and  of  the  Deceitfulnefs  cf  the  Heart,  and  the 
Danger  of  a  Self -righteous  Spirit  •,  and  confidering  the  near 
Refemblances  of  Grace  in  Hypocrites  ;  as  alfo  having  a 
deep  Apprehenfion,  what  a  dreadful  Thing  it  would  be,  to 
mifs  of  the  Enjoyment  of  Christ  !  She  was  following  after 
God,  tho'  not  expecting  to  be  fed  with  the  Sweets  of  Jf- 
furance  \  but  endeavouring  that  fhe  might  maintain  a  good 
Hope  that  moketh  not  afhamed. 

She  could  call  to  Mind,  that  fhe  had  been  .c  fometimes 
*  favour'd,  with  refrefloing  Views  of  the  Excellencies  and 
\  Glories  of  Christ  •,  and  had  great  Satisfaction  in  the 
6  Tho'ts  of  his  Fulnefs  and  Sufficiency,  and  in  committing 
4  her  felf  to  Him  ;  —  But  found  that  fhe  could  not  comr 
rnand  fuch  Tho'ts,  or  have  fuch  Views  at  her  Pleafure  -, 

but 
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but  fornet:m:s  renewed  :  And  was  much  in  the  Exercife  of 
Self -Examination  and  Care  for  her  Soul,  left  flic  fhould 
miflake  the  Nature  offaving  Grace,  or  not  truely  know 
her  own  Heart. 

— But  yet  could  fay, —  That  ft\z  prized  Christ  above 
all  Things,  and  the  Favour  of  G  OD  as  better  than  Life. 
And  look'd  upon  Sin  as  the  greatefi  Evil,  and  defir'd  to 
be  -perfectly  deliver" '  d from  it, —  and  to  be  like  Christ  in 
mHolinefs,  as  the  great  eft  Good. 

The  Lord  grant  that  your  Souls,  and  mine,  may  have 
fiich  Evidences  for  Heaven  ! 

Many  gracious  Words  have  dropt  from  her  Lips  •,  and 
now  in  her  laft  Sicknefs,  to  her  Children  and  others. —  Only 
afc-w,  may  be  mentioned  : Advifing  one  and  ano- 
ther —  to  mind  the  left  'Things,  and  not  icfe  their  Hearts 
in  the  Cares  of  the  World  — .  To  be  greatly  concern  d  to  be 
prepa^ d  for  their  laft  Change,  not  knowing  when  it  would 
be  — .  And  another,  Study  your  own  Heart  -,  Study  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  Worth  of  Souls . 

Speaking  to  another  of  her  Children,  fhefaici,  Iunder- 
flancl,  you  have  Comfort  as  to  your  fpiritual  State.  — 
Bring  up  year  Children  for  GOD,  —  It  is  a  great  Charge, 
I  hope  it  has  been  my  Care  for  you,  to  do  it  cut  of  Regard 
to  GOD,  and  for  His  Honour  and  Glory  — .  I  wiffi  you 
may  all  obtain  the  Crown  !  —  So  live,  as  that  you  may 
come  to  Heaven  at  laft  — ,  then  all  will  be  well !  —  there 
will  be  no  more  Sorrow,  nor  Sin.  —  This  has  been  ( laid 
ihe  )  my  conftant  Prayer  for  you,  and  not  for  my  Children 
only,  but  alfa  ( of  late  efpecially)  for  the  Church  of  Christ, 
that  many  may  be  flocking  to  kim,as  Doves  to  their  Windows. 

Speaking  to  her,  of  the  great  need  we  mould  have  of  her 
Afliftance  and  Help  ; —  fhe  faid,  Set  the  Lord  always  be- 
fore you,  and  he  will  guide  you.  —  This  will  be  far  better 
than  the  dear  eft  Friend. 

— When  one  faid  to  her, —  I  hope  our  Lofs  will  beyour 
great  Gain  ;  fhe  faid,  /  have  now  no  reafon  to  think  but 
that  it  will. — And  under  her  grievous  bodily  Pains, fhe  had 
Comfort  in  her  Soul,  and  was  willing  to  die  -,    yea,   was 

dejirous' 
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defirous  to  depart,  hoping  to  be  with  Christ. — And  when 
f peaking  of  the  glorious  Reft  ihe  was  paffing  to,  fhe  faid. 
It  is  long  in  coming  -, — concerned,  leaft  fhe  jhould  not  have 
Patience  to  bear  the  Delays,  and  wait  the  appointed  Time. 
And  juft  as  Ihe  breath' d  her  laft,  — -  faid,  —  Now  let  my 
Spirit  depart  in  Peace  ! 

—  But  O  !  what  a  rich  1'reafure  is  now  remov'd  from 
us  ?  —  I  feem  to  have  loft  the  better  half  of  my  felf ! 
And  the  Beauty  and  Strength  and  Comfort  of  my  Houfe  ! 
Alas !  What  a  Cloud  hangs  over  us  ? 

Pity  me,  pity  me,  O  ye  my  Friends,  for  the  Hand  of 

GOD  hath  touched  me  ! Pray  for  me  and  mine,  ihat 

the  gracious  Pre  fence  of GOB  may  be  with  us,  to  teach, 
fupport  and  comfort  us  ♦,  to  make  us  fpiritual  Gainers,  by 
this  great  Lofs  : —  Partakers  of  his  Holinefs  —  :  That  I 
may  be  refigned  entirely  to  the  Will  of  GOD  \  who  gave, 
and  has  a  right  to  take  away  •,  — That  he  would  mew  me 
wherefore  he  contendeth  with  me  -,  That  his  Grace  may 
be  fufficient  for  me,  and  abound  towards  me  •,  That  Sin 
may  be  more  bitter  to  my  Soul :  And  that  my  Affections, 
Defires  and  Hopes  may  be  more  taken  off  from  earthly 
Enjoyments,  and  centre  in  the  infinite  and  eternal  Good. 

That  I  may  be  more  diligent  in  the  Work  which  my 
Lord  and  Matter  hath  given  me  to  do,—  to  watch  and 
pray,  and  labour  for  my  own  and  your  Souls  Salvation  /— 
That  I  may  be  quickned  from  a  deeper  Senfe  of  the  Un- 
certainty of  my  Time,  and  the  great  Weight  and  Importance 
of  the  Work  it  {elf,  and  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Rewards 
which  he  fets  in  view  •,  and  that  herein  I  may  be  ever  ani- 
mated, with  a  Love  to  Christ,  and. your  Souls,  which  he 
hath  purchafed  with  his  Blood. 

Pray  that,  while  I  am  continued,  I  may  come  unto  you, 
in  theFulnefs  of  the  Bleffing  of  the  Gofpel  of  Christ  :  — 
That  I  may  be  an  Example  of  Faith,  Humility,  Patience, 
Refignation,  and  every  good  Work  :  —  And  that  thro5 
divine  Grace,  abounding  towards  me,  1  may  be  able  to 
comfort  others,  with  the  Comforts  wherewith  I  my  felf 
may  be  comforted  of  GOD. 

And 
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And  pray  that  my  Children  may  all  hare  a  rich  Share 
of  the  Vertues  and  Graces  which  adorned  their  deceafed 
Mother  :  That  God  would  be  ever  mindful  of  his  Cove- 
nant with  them  ;  and  not  forfake  them  :  That  they  may 
be  Followers  of  Her,  as  Qnzwas  of  Christ  ;  who,  being 
dead,  yet  fpeaketh  to  them,  in  the  Example  of  her  Faith 
and  Patience,  Humility,  Diligence  and  Difcretion,  Mode- 
ration, Mcdefty,  Love  and  Kindnefs,  Concern  for  the 
Honour  ofGOD,  and  her  own  Soul,  and  the  Good  of  others. 

That  they    may  be  all  Bleffings  in  the  World,  and 

made  meet  for  the  Inheritance  of  the  Saints  in  Light. 

And  pray  for y 'our  J elves,  That  you  may  be  enabled  to 
make  a  religious  Improvement  of  this  forrowful  Breach 
upon  us  :  And  may  be  in  earned  to  be  ready  for  your  own 
Diffolution  : —  That  eternal  Things,  —  the  great  and  pre- 
cious Promifes,  may  appear  in  their  Reality  and  Greatnefs 
to  your  Minds  ;  and  accordingly  influence  your  Lives  : 
And  that  you  may  repair  to  the  fame  Fountain,  where  all 
Fulnefs  dwells.  And  peculiarly  the  Handmaids  of  the 
Lord,  That  you  may  receive  Grace  to  difcharge  the 
Duties  of  your  Relations  faithfully  *,  and  may  be,  like  the 
Deceafed,  rich  Bleflings  in  your  Families^  and  educate 
your  Children  to  be  fo. 

—  And  may  we  all  give  Diligence  to  make  our  Calling 
end  Eleffion  fure  ,  and  add  to  our  Faith  Vertue  and  every 
Grace*,  that  an  abundant  Entrance  may  be,  in  God's  Time, 
adminiftred  to  us,  into  the  everlafting  Kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  •,  where  we  mail  be  freed  from, 
all  Sin,  and  mall  mourn  no  more.-,  but  (hall,  with  glorious 
Saints  and  Angels,  give  unto  God  and  the  Lamb,  Blef- 
fingi  Glory ',  Honour  and  Power  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
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